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Holcim comments - Randy Raymond/APCP/DEQ/MODNR

"Diana Oleskevich 
csja"
<doleskevich@csjsl.o
rg>

03/29/2004 09:42 AM

To: randy.raymond@dnr.mo.gov
cc:

Subject: Holcim comments

My name is Diana Oleskevich.  I hold a master’s degree in Public  Health from St. Louis 
University.    I am a wife, mother and  grandmother.  I currently work as  Justice 
Coordinator with the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet.

Because of all of our children and grandchildren,  because of the health of all people 
and animals and even the plants, I am  strongly opposed to the DNR draft permit for 
Holcim Cement Plant being  built.

Our daughter, Katie has asthma, as do our  granddaughters.  The Holcim draft  permit 
allows more nitrogen oxides emissions than all other sources combined  in St. Gen 
county – I understand that it would cost Holcim more to use  Selective Catalytic 
Reduction technology and erode some of their profits –  Let’s put people before profits, 
especially the children who have asthma.  Holcim in NOT using best available
technology here!  Why can Germany  use SCR and Missouri is denied?   Our two 
granddaughters, Brittany and Meredith will suffer from polluted  air because their 
asthma will be irritated – so will every child’s health be  compromised!

Last week there was a hearing in Marissa, IL – only 30  miles away – the EPA is 
allowing a proposed Peabody plant to emit 25,000 TONS  of particulate matter to pollute 
the air around our city, which is not such a  “fair air” city these day – Holcim's emissions 
will jeopardize the progress of  the Air Quality Control Region.   Children will again be 
affected, and those who are elderly as  well.  The St. Louis Region is  already in 
violation of the new air quality standards for ozone and fine  particulate matter.

Why didn’t DNR require Holcim to assess the facility’s  impact on the Region’s ability to 
achieve the new air quality standard for  fine particulate matter?

Again – this is big business and corporate profits  eroding the health of people.  I  think 
the DNR – Department of Natural Resources is failing us at this  time!
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The proposed plant will also undoubtedly affect Mingo  Wildlife Refuge and every river, 
creek and  stream.

What could be more fun than a fishing outing with  grandchildren?  I am unable to  allow 
our grandchildren to eat fish they catch because of mercury levels.  The DNR permit 
does not require Holcim  to use any mercury reducing technology.   They will be 
emitting 160# of mercury every year – when only a  tablespoon can pollute a sizeable 
lake, - this is appalling.  You know what mercury poisoning can do  – limit cognitive 
ability, cause tremors and convulsions.  When can our children begin to fish  and enjoy 
their catch??

This is again big business interfering with ecology and  health.

I understand that in the building of this proposed  plant, some 1,000 jobs will be 
temporarily created, and that in the running of  this polluting cement plant, some 200 
people will get permanent jobs.  How many will come from other parts of  the country, 
from Switzerland and around the globe?

Don’t let Holcim fool you – this is a global company,  and not many permanent 
well-paying jobs will be filled from this  area!

While recognizing the desire for economic growth, I  know that the ultimate economic 
benefit will not outweigh the burden and costs  of bad health for our community, lousy 
air quality and detrimental pollution  of waters, air and land with nitrous oxide, 
particulate matter and  mercury.

The Sisters of St. Joseph hold a strong belief that all  of life and creation are sacred.
This motivates us with an urgent concern for Earth, our home.  You cannot have healthy 
people on a  sick and polluted planet!   Survival of the life systems of Earth is 
threatened due to the  destructive aspects of specific human behaviors – including the 
Holcim  plant.  We recognize that those  who are economically poor are affected most 
immediately and intensely by this  crisis.

We will continue to join with others in working for  systemic changes that will enable ALL 
to live in right relationships with  Earth.

Diana Oleskevich mph
Remember that you are stardust, and unto 
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stardust you shall return!  Lenten joy.
Diana Oleskevich csj/a
Justice Coordinator
Sisters of St.  Joseph of Carondelet
St. Louis Province

4 04/01/2004 10:35:21 AMProject 2000-05-077 Page 264 of 338



Project 2000-05-077 Page 265 of 338


